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Professor Fern Kon;

English 3406 (001): Spring 2008

Office: CH 3365
PhoneNoicemail: 581.6291

Office Hours: Tu 11:00-12:30
Th 1:00 - 2:00
& by appointment

*E-mail: fkory@eiu.edu

Website:

vvww.eiu.edu/~childlit

Literature for Pre-Adolescents
TR 2:00-3:15 in Coleman Hall 3609
Textbook
The Pleasures of Children's Literature, 3rd edition (2003), Nodelman & Reimer
Supplemented by material at http://www.ablongman.com/nodelman3e
Trade Books
1911
1935
1964
1987
1998
1999
2002
2003
2004
2007

Peter Pan, James Barrie
Little House on the Prairie, Laura Ingalls Wilder
Harriet the Spy, Louise Fitzhugh
The Goats, Brock Cole
Holes, Louis Sachar
Birchbark House, Louise Erdrich
Coraline, Neil Gaiman
Locomotion, Jacqueline vVoodson
Becoming Naomi Leon, Pam Munoz Ryan
The Invention of Hugo Cabret, Brian Selznick

I OBJECTIVES
•
•
•
•

•

•

Appreciate the range of classic & contemporary works for pre-adolescent readers
Develop awareness of historical developments related to this literature and the
literary-historical contexts in which specific works were produced
Develop familiarity with terminology used to describe and evaluate this literature
Develop and apply criteria for evaluation that takes into account literary and
artistic quality, ideology, cultural authority, rhetorical purposes and potential uses,
with attention to the strategies by which authors and illustrators accommodate
the interests, desires and developmental needs of their intended audiences
Critique print and electronic resources available to scholars and professionals in
the fields that work with youth literature, including review journals, reference
books, web-sites, discussion lists and scholarly journals in disciplines such as
English Studies, Education and Library & Information Science.
Develop awareness of issues and controversies in youth literature and explore
them from a variety of perspectives (professional, personal, political, practical)

[ Tentative Schedule of Readings & Assignments
Weekl

January 8 & 10

T

Introductions
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Read chapter 1 of Peter Pan; Also read The Pleasures of Children's Literature
(hereafter PCL) ch. 2 (pp. 14-28) "How to Read Children's Literature" (Prepare
to discuss the "implied reader" of Peter Pan and the experience and information
that readers are assumed to bring to this novel); Post an Introduction on WebCT

Week2

January 15 & 17

T

Begin Peter Pan again (ch. I - 6)

Reminder: Prompts/or WebCTposts will be available on WebCT
Post by 5:00 p.m. Monday (for Tuesday discussions) and 10:00 a.m. Thursdays

R

Continue Peter Pan (ch. 7 - 11)

Week3

January 22 & 24

T

Finish Peter Pan (ch. 12-17); Begin The Goats

R

The Goats

Week4

January 29 & 31

T

The Goats; Also PCL 5 "Common Assumptions about Childhood" (79-99 only)

R

Finish The Goats plus PCL ch. 5 (100-105 only)

Week5

February 5 & 7

T

Begin Little House on the Prairie

R

Little House on the Prairie plus PCL 4 "Strategies for Reading a Literary Text"

(70-74 "Listening to Narrative Voice ... "+ 75-77 "Story and Discourse" only)

Week6

February 12 & 14

T

Finish Little House on the Prairie; Begin Birchbark House (pp. 1-18)
[First WebCT score will reflect posts up to this point]

R

Birchbark House

Week7

February 19 & 21

T

Finish Birchbark House

R

Begin Harriet the Spy

Professor Fern Kory
Week8

February 26 & 28

T

Harriet the Spy

R

Finish Harriet the Spy; Begin Coraline
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Extra Credit Opportunity: Friday February 29 "Gryphon Lecture" at the University of Illinois

Week9

March4 & 6

T

Finish Coraline

R

Mid-term Quest

ISpring Break
WeeklO

March 18 & 20

T

Begin Holes

R

Holes (During class, we will visit the Ballenger Teacher Center so you can select
a novel to read and evaluate for the "Book Talk" assignment)
[Second WebCT Score]

Weekll

March 25 [& 27]

T

Finish Holes; Begin Locomotion

R

No Class Meeting: Read and Post on first half of Self-Selected Novel

Weekl2

April 1 & 3

T

Finish discussing Locomotion; Draft Book Talk handouts DUE

R

Read PCL 6 "Children's Literature in the Marketplace" (108-127);
Begin Book Talks

Week 13

April 8 & 10

T

Begin Becoming Naomi Leon;

R

Becoming Naomi Leon; Continue Book Talks

Week 14

April 15 & 17

T

Finish Becoming Naomi Leon; Begin The Invention of Hugo Cabret

R

The Invention of Hugo Cabret; Continue Book Talks
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Week 15

April 22 & 24

T

The Invention of Hugo Cabret

R

Finish The Invention of Hugo Cabret; Finish Book Talks
[Final WebCT Score]

Finals Week
Thursday May 1 Exam 2:45-4:45

I Brief descriptions of major assignments ...
WebCTPosts
You will regularly post short analytic writing assignments on WebCT, where your
classmates and I can read them before our class discussions. Prompts will be announced
in class and posted on WebCT.

Post by 5:00 p.m. Monday/or Tuesday discussions
or
Post by 10:00 a.m. Thursday (earlier is better!)/or Thursday discussions
I will grade WebCT posts three times during the course of the semester (see syllabus).
These scores-40% of your course grade-will reflect the quality and usefulness of your
posts as demonstrated by attention to textual detail, thoughtful development of ideas,
references to terms and concepts introduced in class or our textbook, and recursiveness
(willingness to re-work ideas). Note that late posts will be penalized substantially
(especially if lateness is a pattern); deductions for missing posts will have an even more
devastating effect on your score, so "better late than never" should be your motto.
Mid-term Quest
This will consist of a comparison essay written in class and some short answer questions.
"Booktalk"
You will read and respond to a self-selected classic or contemporary novel for preadolescent readers and research its critical reception. Then, you will create a handout to
share with the class as part of a short "booktalk" that helps me and your classmates see
what is useful, entertaining, beautiful, important, problematic or exciting about this work.
Final Exam Essay
This will consist of a single essay written in class during the final exam period. In this
essay, you will explore three works read during the semester (at least two since the midterm quest) in light of some overarching theme, issue, or literary strategy. Open Book.
You will also be allowed to bring a double-sided page containing notes or an outline.
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND POLICIES
1.) You must complete all major assignments to pass this course.

2.) Late work will be penalized unless we come to an understanding before the due
date, so do keep in touch. If you are experiencing temporary difficulties, contact
me as soon as possible.
3.) Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else's words or ideas and using them in
your own work (oral, written, graphic) without giving credit to the original author.
This is a serious academic offense and could result in a failing grade for the
plagiarized assignment or this course, and could also incur other university
penalties through the Office of Judicial Affairs. At the ve1y least, any paper with
problematic citations will have to be revised before it can receive a grade.
Writing Center tutors can answer questions about how to document sources.
You can drop by (CH 3110) or call (581-5929) to make an appointment to work
with a tutor at any point in the writing process, from planning or brainstorming to
editing and citation. Writing Center hours Monday - Thursday are 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
and 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. Fridays the Writing Center is open 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
4.) Formal writing assignments should use MLA form for layout and documentation.
5.) Students with documented disabilities: please contact the Office of Disability
Services soon (581-6583) so we can work out appropriate accommodations.
6.) Attendance Counts. Participation too. If you have more than two (2) un-excused
absences, you will automatically lose 50 of the 100 participation points available.

This is a "writing-intensive" course, which means you can revise a piece of writing-in
this case, the mid-term "Quest"-for submission to the Electronic Writing Portfolio.
GRADES

Course grades will be based on the percentage you earn of the 1000 points available.
*Note: I will adjust these point values if we add, cancel, or revise any assignments.
Web-CT Posts (100 + 150 + 150)
Mid-term Quest (200)
"Book Talk" (50) +handout (50)
Final Exam (200)
Participation + attendance (100)

=40%
=20%
= 10%
=20%
= 10%

The bottom line ... grades are not curved.

91 % & up (91 O+ points)
81 - 90% (810+)
71 - 80% (710+)
61 - 70% (610+)
60% & below

A
B

c

D
F

